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GRO\/IIING GAINS & PAINS

teoves crunch under-
fooi, bomboo crocks in lhe

$'3eze. ond if one gives ir
o good try, it is eosy lo
picture botonist Henty
Nehrling wondering whct
r€moins ol his €xperimen-
tol gordens in Golho:
During the 83 yeors 3incg
his deoth, the property hos

enioyed good stawordship,
but olso llmes wh€n own-
ers could no longer tend
to th€ ropidly growing

Nehrling Society Moking Progress Towqrd Restorqlion

L> Ih. 188oe hor'o dt NCtt'ilns M.nt,
wni.fr F 6€ins rcsit€d, n oPon to,lB Pblic ka
*nd Sundoy ol ach aonk.

During $e Posl lwo yeors, the volun-
l,Eer orgonizolion ochieved whot mony
people feored wos impossibls - sov-

ing lh€ propedy.

'r' Most recentiy, the Henry Nchrling
socicty st€ppsd fiorword to sove this

Cenrol Florido cultural snd historicol
treosure, purcholing the ProPedy for
$450,000..Volunteers cleored invo'
sive plont!, reploced rotins porch
3teps ond roilings, ond himm€d Plonis.



"ltt on incr€dible i€wsl," soid
lh€ro5o Schratzmonn- yors, o
rec€nl lour guid€. "We ars commill€d
lo soving

A fsw monlhs ogo, the gro,rp opsned
the slori€d properly lor lours, inviling
people lo wolk through Nehrlingt 1880-
ero home, explore the grounds ond sook

Fomer owner Borboro Eochiordy
sot on o 'rocker on rhe porch, greeting
newcomers ond tclking obout her yeon
living in the hous€. Sh€ prois€d th6

society for doins o sreot iob, but soid
lhol she misses the peoce ond quiel of
living lher€.

Nehrling relocoted to Gotho from
Sheboygon, Wis., ond mov€d th€
hom6 by ox co.t lo whot wos th€n tok€
Audubon Inow Loke Nolly), where ho
creoled Polm Coliog€ Gordsns. He
experimenled wilh tropicol ond subtropi
colplonts, tesling more thon 3,000 new
ond role species for the U-S. Depo meni

of Asriculture on the 60'ocre sire.
He inlroduced colodiums, hybrid

SouthWest r Aquatics+=-rZ
Swimming is too important.

Your child is too valuable
to not choose an expert,

@-:l*ilulr'rxr[xi'ilOT-905-0009
IrdoOSotrthWcltAquatlcs.com



omoryllis ond slorioso lilies
lo tho Florido lond'cope.
Notur€ lovers ond other
people visiled lhe propedy,
including Prcsid€nl Theodore
Roosevelt ond worldJcmous
invenror Tl'omos Edkon.

Monyof Nehrlingt plonls
still rehoin. The ptoperty
now includes only t$e 6-ocre
hom€steod sile, o portion of
which exlsnds inlo the lote.

The woll'proserved home,

compleie with heort'pine
floore ond o sleeping porch,
remoins much os it wos in
Nehrling's doy. People con
woll throush the rooms ond
goin o ,snse of whot life c";;;
wos like ol the turn of the
20th cenfury.

Poslers in the livins room show whot
ihe hobe ond gordens look€d like in the

post, ond books outhored by Nehrling
ore ploced for b.owsins. The socisty
uses the former Litchen wing as on
office, wirh fuhishinss donoled by lhe
wint€r Gorden Hi5lori.dl so<i€lt
A 8oy Scoul lroop recently reponed the

sleeping porch ond sieps leoding hom
it lo lhe gordens.

Volunteers hove cleored polhwoys
throush the propedy ond creoled both o
pollinotion ond o demonskolion gorden.

Visitors con moryel ot lhs 225-y€oF
old Sogo polm, o podocorpus row€r'
ins obove o dilopidor€d gr€enhouse,
ond o sky'hish lons-leof pine found in

the sordens.

' :lbet CloltlilG GtlilS, norl pol.

L fhG'.ta S.IBI',''@ tl,€rt slids tteh ing
Ga.dent isirrs on d'wll to [dka No y.
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"Wete ffnding some rolly colstuffon
lhe propedy," SchreEmonn-Myers soid.

Volunteers ore slill discovering new

lndividuols ond orsonizotions hovs
'bdopted" irees ond poy lor $eir moinl€-
nonce. Honorory deeds for 1 sqr:ore yord
of propsrry roise {onds lor rcslorotion.
Membe6hips ro the society besin ot $15.

'fte sociery oims lo €leob o hodiculbrol
educotionol ond we ond reslorotion c€nisr
on fie properry," soid Croig Burn tt lirsl
vice prcsid€nl of h€ soci€ry.

^ 
tarbatu ,o.hiqAr. Ae hnq o*ner of

N.h.lins Ao'dcnt, sr@E tisih'B

Meonwhile, work conlinu€s to cl€on
up the sordens, restore the home ond
poy offthe morrgoge. Donotions ofrime
ond money will move ihe work forword.

"We hove so mony prciecls inside
ond outside," Schretzmonn-Myers soid.
'lMore people ore needed to sove

Neillins cf,rden. bcdted ot 2267 HedpelAw. in
Gotln, is open to rhe publk hon n@84 p n. on 

'hesaand Sundoy af soch nanth. rhete 
^ 

N choge lat
ddnissiot ha@6t, a 35 do ationi:encounsed. ,
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